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THE CORPUS ANALYSIS OF THE NOMINATIVE FIELD OF THE
CONCEPT LANGUAGE POLICY IN EDUCATION AS A COMPONENT
OF THE CONCEPT LANGUAGE POLICY

KOPIIYCHE JOCJTIUKEHHSA HOMIHATUBHOT'O IMOJISI KOHUENTY
LANGUAGE POLICY IN EDUCATION SIK CKJIAJOBOI KOHLEIITY
LANGUAGE POLICY

KOPIIYCHOE NCCJIEJOBAHUE HOMUHATHUBHOI'O ITOJIA
KOHUEINTA LANGUAGE POLICY IN EDUCATION
KAK COCTABJIAIOINEN KOHUEIITA LANGUAGE POLICY

This article is dedicated to the corpus research in order to establish the nominative field
of the concept. The relevance of the study is the need to examine the nominative field of the
concept not only by conducting a semantic analysis of dictionary definitions, but also on the
materials of texts created by native speakers. This corpus research is particularly concerned
with the determination of the nominative field of the concept by analysing part of the English
discourse. The article analyses the concept LANGUAGE POLICY in educational discourse
on the basis of scientific articles and official texts with the particular focus on the study of the
educational language policy. The purpose of this research is to establish discourse information
about the concept LANGUAGE POLICY IN EDUCATION.

This study has been conducted on the basis of the created corpus of texts and analysed
using the computer program AntConc. During this scientific research, 26 texts related to the
given topic have been selected and on the basis of these texts the proprietary corpus of texts
has been created.

This analysis has been conducted in three stages: during the first stage, the texts involved
in this study have been identified. During the second stage, the word list has been developed
and analysed. During the third stage, the results of the study have been presented schemati-
cally, where the key verbalizers of the concept LANGUAGE POLICY IN EDUCATION have
been identified, and it has been found that both the key nominations and the close periphery
are formed by lexical units that are directly related to education.

Keywords: concept LANGUAGE POLICY, corpus linguistics, discourse, educational dis-
course, nominative field, AntConc.

3nilicHeHO KOpIyCHe JO0CJIiIKeHHSI 3 MeTOI BCTAHOBJICHHSI HOMIHATHUBHOIO IO/ KOH-
HenTy. AKTYaJIbHICTh IOC/I/IZKEHHSI MOJISITA€ Y HeoOXiTHOCTI BCTAHOBJIEHHS] HOMiHATHBHOIO
N0JIs1 KOHLENTY He JIHIIe HIISXOM NPOBeJeHHs CCMAHTHYHOI0 aHAJI3y CJIOBHHKOBHX JediHi-
uiii, a ii Ha maTepiaji TekcTiB, cTBOpeHuX HocisiMu MoBH. Lle KopmycHe focaizKeHHs nepe-
0auae BU3HAYCHHsS] HOMIHATHBHOIO 110/l KOHLENTY HIISX0M AHAJi3y YaCTHHU AHIJIOMOBHOIO
auckypey. Y crarri 0y/10 npoanaJizopano konuent LANGUAGE POLICY B ocBiTHBOMY AMcC-
Kypci Ha maTepiaJjii HAyKoBUX cTaTeil Ta odiuiliHUX TeKCTiB 3 A0C/IiI’KEeHHs 0CBITHHOI MOBHOI
nojituku. Meroro ui€i po3Binku 0y/10 BCTAaHOBJIEHHsI JUCKYPCHOI iHopMauii po ocripxKy-
BaHHUH KOHIIENT.

e nocainzkenus 0yJ10 npoBeaeHO Ha 0a3i CTBOPEHOIro KOPILYCY TEKCTIB Ta NPOAHAJIi30-
BaHO 3a J010Mo0rorw komi’rorepsoi nporpamu AntConc. Ilix yac nposeneHHs niei HayKkoBoi
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PO3BiKHN 0yJI0 BHOKpPeMJIeHO 26 TeKCTiB, MOB’SI3aHUX i3 32/1aHOI0 TEMATHKOIO, TA HA OCHOBI
TAKHX TeKCTiB 0yJI0 CTBOPEHO BJIACHUI KOPIIYC TEKCTiB.

Ieii anani3 Oy/10 NpoBeeHO B TPU eTaNu: HA NepLHIOMY eTami 0y/J10 BU3HAYCHO TEKCTH,
siki 0yJ10 3a/1y4eHO 10 1bOro gociitkenHs. Ha npyromy erani 0y/10 BCTAHOBJIEHO Ta IPOAHA-
JIi30BaHO «cnucok caiB». Ha TperboMy erani pe3yJbTaTu J0C/1i1:KeHHsI 0yJ10 IPOiTIOCTPOBAHO
Yy CXeMaTH4YHOMY BHIVIsIAi, Ae OyJ10 BU3HAYeHO KJI040Bi HoMiHaHTU koHuUenTy LANGUAGE
POLICY IN EDUCATION Ta BCTaHOBJEHO, 10 KJIIOY0Bi HOMiHAWIi, TAK caM0 K i OJIMKHIO
nepudepiio, yTBOPHOIOTH JIEKCHYHI 0IMHUL, sKi Oe3mocepeHL0 MOB’s13aHi 3i ceporo ociTH.

Kniouosi cnosa: konuent LANGUAGE POLICY, kopnycHa qiHrBicTuKa, IMCKYPC, OCBIT-
Hili AMCKypc, HoMiHaTHBHe noJie, AntConc.

OcyliecTB/I€HO KOPIYCHOE MCCJIeJ0BAHHME € 1eJIbI0 YCTAHOBJCHUS HOMHUHATHBHOIO
NOJIsl KOHLENTA. AKTYaJlbHOCTh MCC/IeJOBAHUS 3aK/JII0YaeTcsl B HeoOXOAUMOCTH YCTaHOBJIe-
HHUSI HOMUHATHBHOIO IOJISI KOHLENTA He TOJILKO NMYyTeM NpOBeJeHUs CeMAaHTHYeCKOI0 aHa-
JIM3a CJIOBAPHBIX Je()MHHUINI, HO U HA MaTepHaJle TEKCTOB, CO3IaHHBIX HOCUTE/ISIMH SI3bIKA.
ITO KOPILYyCHOe HCC/IeJ0BAHME NPeAIoJaraeT onpeaeJeHHe HOMMHATUBHOIO I0JISI KOHLIeNTA
MyTeM aHAJIU3A YAaCTH AHIIOA3BIYHOIO JUCKypca. B crarbe ObLI NPOaHAIM3UPOBAH KOHLENT
LANGUAGE POLICY B o0pa3oBaTe/1bHOM JUCKypCe Ha MaTepuaJie HAy4YHbIX cTaTeil u odu-
HHAJTbHBIX TEKCTOB, NOCBSLIEHHbIX MCCJIEI0BAHUI0O 00Pa30BaTe/IbHON A3bIKOBOI IOIHTHKH.
Ieabro 3T0ii HayyHOUH Pa0oThI ObLIO YCTAHOBJIEHHE AUCKYPCHON MHpopManuu o0 uccienye-
MOM KOHIenTe.

IT0 Hccle0BaHUe ObLIO NPOBeJeHO HA 0a3e CO3JaHHOI0 KOPILYca TEKCTOB H NPOAHAIN-
3MPOBAHO C NOMOLIbLI0 KOMIILIOTePHOIi nporpammbl AntConc. Bo Bpems nnposeeHust 3Toii Ha-
Y4HOIi paGoThI ObLJIO BbIeIeHO 26 TeKCTOB, CBA3AHHBIX C 32IaHHOI TeMaTHKOIi, 1 HA OCHOBE
TAKUX TEKCTOB ObLJI C03aH COOCTBEHHBII KOPIYC TEKCTOB.

ITOT aHa/IM3 ObLI NIPOBEH B TPU 3TANA: HA NEPBOM 3Tane ObLIM OIpe/e/ieHbl TeKCThI,
KOTOpbIe ObLIM 32/1eliCTBOBAHBI B 3TOM HccJieoBannu. Ha BTopom 3Tamne 0bL1 YCTAHEOBJICH U
NPOAHAIM3UPOBAH «CIIMCOK CJI0B»; HA TPeTheM 3Talle Pe3y/1bTaThl HCC/1eJ0BAHUS ObLIH Ipe-
JOCTABJICHbI B CXeMATH4Y€CKOM BH/Ie, I/ie ObLIH OIpe/e/ieHbl KI0YeBble HOMMHAHTBI KOHLCII-
Tta LANGUAGE POLICY IN EDUCATION M ycTaHOBJIEHO, YTO K/II0YeBble HOMHHAIIUH, TAK
JKe KaK 1 0J1MKHIOK nepudepuio, 00pasylor JJeKCHYeCKHe eJUHULIbI, KOTOPbIe HeIIOCPeICTBEH-
HO cBsI3aHBI c0 cdepoii 00pa3oBaHusl.

Kniouegvie cnosa: konnent LANGUAGE POLICY, xopnycHasi JUHIBUCTHKA, THCKYPC,
o0pa3oBaTe/IbHbII JIMCKYPC, HOMHHATHBHOe 110.;1¢e, AntConc.

Nowadays corpus linguistics and the construction of text corpora play a pivotal
role in conducting linguistic research. The use of electronic corpora (both those which
are replenished over a long period of time, and those which are created by the researcher
to study a phenomenon) simplified the procedure for conducting research in linguistics,
which reduced the time of such research and reduced the costs of achieving one or an-
other goal of the corpus linguistic analysis. The relevance of the analysis of language
data with the help of corpus research is gaining momentum today, as attracting a large
amount of material for multifaceted analysis helps to create a real picture of the func-
tioning of all units of language in speech [7; p. 9]. The need for analysis and general-
ization of the results of the study of language material is one of the key factors in the
corpus study of the text [3; p. 83].

Corpus linguistics is a branch of computational linguistics which deals with the
development of general principles of construction and use of linguistic corpora (text
corpora) with the use of computer technology [9; p. 7]. According to M.A.K. Halli-
day, the study of language on the basis of discourse is important for corpus linguistics.
Corpus linguistics sees language as a social phenomenon [5; p. 97-98]. In the study
“Lexicology and Corpus Linguistics™ it is explained that the English discourse is a set of
texts produced over the centuries by members of the English discourse community [5,
p- 100]. It is noted that the extremely large amount of discourse makes comprehensive
research impossible. Even if the study of discourse is limited to preserved texts, this
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discourse is too large to make it the object of a research. It is said that it will never be
possible to study all extant texts [5; p. 100].

This research has been carried out as part of corpus linguistics and provides for
the establishment of the nominative field of the concept LANGUAGE POLICY in the
educational discourse on the basis of scientific articles on the educational language pol-
icy. It should be stated that in the given research the concept LANGUAGE POLICY is
referred to linguistics and has been analysed as a language phenomenon.

The given research is part of establishing the nominative field of the concept LAN-
GUAGE POLICY in linguocognitive and linguodiscursive aspects, because the nom-
inative field is reproduced not only by semantic analysis of dictionary definitions, but
also on the materials of texts created by native speakers. The key method of the given
analysis is the corpus analysis. This research has been conducted on the basis of the
corpus of texts which has been exclusively created and analysed using the computer
program AntConc. The object of the research is a corpus of scientific texts and articles
on language policy in education, the subject is the concept LANGUAGE POLICY IN
EDUCATION, which is used in this type of articles and texts. The aim of the article is
to organize and establish key verbalizers of the concept LANGUAGE POLICY in sci-
entific articles dedicated to the study of the educational language policy.

The establishment of the nominative field of the concept LANGUAGE POLICY
IN EDUCATION on the basis of scientific articles and official texts dedicated to the
study of educational language policy has been carried out in several stages.

During the first stage, the corpus of articles concerning the study of the educa-
tional language policy has been developed. Thus, 26 articles that directly related to the
analysis of the principles of language policy in the European Union as a whole, some
European Union countries and the United States have been selected. Also the attention
has been drawn to some official documents that had been implemented in the European
Union and the United States of America in the framework of language policy in the
field of education, and which are directly related to the given topic, such as Position
Statement on Language Policy in Higher Education in Europe, Language Policy of the
European Schools. The selection parameters of the materials are not strictly limited: the
establishment of the nominative field of the concept under study can be actualized both
with the help of texts published in 2020 [4] and texts which have been the subject of
research for a long time [6]; the key requirement of the study is to establish verbalizers
of the concept with the help of the following parts of speech: noun, verb and adjective.
Pronouns, numerals and adverbs have not been analysed because in the context of the
research the given parts of speech do not provide a meaningful component.

The rationale for constructing the proprietary corpus of texts is due to the fact that
not all texts are in known corpora. In the preceding paragraphs it has been mentioned
that 26 texts that are freely available on the Internet have been selected. All texts have
been reformatted to *txt. format.

During the second stage of the research the attention has been paid to the WORD
LIST, which is inherent in all given texts. During the establishment of the list of sig-
nificant words, we have identified 16104 lexical units in total, which occurred in all
texts 350603 times. In this study, we have focused on the first thousand lexical units
that have been identified with the help of the program AntConc. AntConc is a freeware
corpus analysis toolkit for text analysis and concordancing designed by Dr. Laurence
Anthony, a Professor in the Faculty of Science and Engineering at Waseda University,
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Japan [1]. This concordance is aimed to be the primary analytical tool used by vocabu-
lary researchers [2; p. 79].

The frequency of use of the first lexical unit, the definite article the, which has not
been taken into account because it does not meet the established requirements of the
given research, is 22733 times, the frequency of use of the last, thousandth lexical unit
improving is 44 times. The first significant lexical unit is the lexeme language with a
frequency of 5475.

In the following section we have discussed the word list in more detail.

Thus, there have been examined the following nouns: language (5475+languages
1941), education (2521), policy 1503+policies 408), children (1408 + child (417),),
learning (992), school (869+ schools 659), students (798), reform (770+reforms 198),
teachers (675+ teacher 494), parents (611), development (531), research (520), system
(502+systems 156), time (476), level (446), world (428), curriculum (419), profession-
als (393), skills (393), support (375), family (343 +families 184)), university (336), years
(325+year 225), people (322), France (321), countries (310+country 234), Europe (
301), part (298), implementation (290), multilingualism (289), practices (282+practice
273), diversity (281), context (272), knowledge (272), example (263), change (253), ap-
proach (252), ECEC (Early Childhood Education and Care (251), century (243), student
(241), data (239), work (237), role (235), goals (233), framework (232), number (228),
minority (227), communication (226), needs (221), mother (220), activities (218), levels
(216), instruction (215), speaking (215), capacity (213), model (213), state (208+states
202), home (205), case (203), place (202), bilingualism (201), parent (201), focus (200),
medium (200), terms (200), government (199), society (198), section (197), rights (196),
programs (194+program 165), setting (194), staff (193), access (192), human (187),
understanding (186), speakers (185), city (183), quality (183), culture (182), literacy
(182), content (178), planning (177), assessment (176), term (176), community (175),
pupils (175), training (174), fact (172), information (172), council (169), competence
(163+competencies 140), members (162), German (161), means (160), analysis ("159),
institutions (159), ministry (159), resources (158), association (155), studies (155), life
(154), classes

(153), identity (152), project (147), report (146), changes (144), groups (144),
point (144), org (143), universities (142), etc.

In the given research there have been examined the following adjectives: English
(1735), French (1103), Bilingual (638), professional (601), linguistic (557), European
(545), new (533), educational (478), national (478), different (471), multilingual (383),
cultural (374), foreign (330), international (326), political (313), secondary (309),
social (307), primary (284), important (269), academic (232), economic (213), official
(210), global (208), general (191), public (183), local (182), regional (168), specific
(168), young (160), own (156), institutional (149), major (146), possible (142).

The given research has provided us with the following verbs: study (331), provide
(183), learn (178), develop (162+developed 152), taught (158), understand (150).

As a result of the analysis of the first thousand words, it has been determined that
the number of nouns, adjectives and verbs is 789 out of 1000 (78.9%). It is worth noting
that during the corpus analysis it has been found that some lexical units are cognate
words, or may have different grammatical forms, such as: institution — institutions,
system — systems, teach — taught, etc.

During the third stage of the research the nominative field of the concept
LANGUAGE POLICY IN EDUCATION on the basis of the abovementioned verbalizers
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has been established. The field structure has been build (Fig. 1). The field structure is
designed on the basis of the brightness of the corresponding cognitive features in the
structure of the concept. Cognitive features have been distributed across the field zones
according to the degree of brightness. The result of the field stratification of the concept
is the representation of the structure of the concept as a field structure — the core, the
close / far periphery, and the interpretation field [8].

Fig.1. Schematic reproduction of the nominative field of the concept LANGUAGE
POLICY IN EDUCATION on the material of texts.
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Thus, in Fig. 1 the following schematic reproduction has been proposed: all the
given nominations of the concept are located in close proximity to each other due to
the fact that only 40 out of 789 nominations have been depicted in this field structure,
which form the close periphery of the concept. The frequency of use of nominations has
also been represented: those nominations that are used more than 1000 times — are the
key nominations of the concept and they compose the nominative field of the concept
LANGUAGE POLICY IN EDUCATION (Language (7416), Education (2521), Poli-
cy (1911), Children (two grammatical forms of the noun have been involved: Child /
Children (1825), English (1735), School (1528), Teachers (two grammatical forms have
been involved together with the singular noun teacher (1164), French (1103)).

To conclude, we have determined that when conducting corpus research, it is nec-
essary to take into account what part of the discourse falls under the research, in order
to provide discursive information about the lexical units that are the basis of the re-
search. The aim of the article that implies the organization and establishment the key
verbalizers of the concept LANGUAGE POLICY IN EDUCATION has been achieved.
It should be noted that according to the conditions of the study, the given research has
been focused on the lexical units that belong to three parts of speech and which have
been analysed with the help of the concordance AntConc.

Thus, it has been found that among the nominations of the concept LANGUAGE
POLICY IN EDUCATION a significant number are those that belong to the field of
education: Education, School, Teachers. Since this study aimed to identify verbalizers
of the concept LANGUAGE POLICY IN EDUCATION, it should be emphasized that
commonly used nominations inherent in the concept LANGUAGE POLICY, such as
multilingual, international, European, cultural, etc., are an integral part of verbalisation
of the concept in various aspects of the research.
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It should be emphasized that although the concept LANGUAGE POLICY IN ED-
UCATION has been studied exclusively on the basis of scientific articles and official
texts dedicated to the study of the educational language policy, the vast majority of its
nominations are general verbalizers for the concept LANGUAGE POLICY. With re-
gard to the key nominations of the concept LANGUAGE POLICY IN EDUCATION,
it should be noted that both the key nominations and the close periphery are formed
by lexical units that are directly related to education: teachers, children, curriculum,
students, etc.

The prospect of further research of this material involves the systematization of
data for a detailed view of the use of the concept LANGUAGE POLICY.
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